LIFE OF JOSEPH SEVERN.

family, and shortly before his marriage definitely adopted,
owing to a collapse in the small remaining family fortunes,
the profession of music. Mr. Severn was a man of an
excitable and somewhat flighty temperament, with native,
though untrained aesthetic tastes. He was fortunate in his
wife, a woman whose comeliness was only less remark-
able than her sweetness of nature and alert sympathy.
Despite her husband's headstrong temper, their life seems
to have been a happy one. The Severns are a long-living
family, and Miss Littel brought to that strenuous stock her
share of the proverbial hardihood of the Huguenots; fory
through troublous times, she preserved her notable vigour
and serenity, and survived to a great age. Her eldest son
lived to his eighty-sixth year; one of her daughters died
three or four years ago, well on in her eighth decade; her
youngest son, Mr. Charles Severn, after a long and honour-
able career as a musician, is happily still living, and as
active at the age of eighty-six as are most men younger
than he by a score of years.

Early in 1793 Mr. and Mrs. Severn settled in Hoxton,
then a somewhat remote village to the north of London,
and there, on the 7th of December in the same year (not in
1796 as sometimes stated), the eldest of their six children
was born, and duly christened Joseph. The boy was pre-
cocious, for while still a child of five he drew a portrait of
his father. The drawing was in profile, and was sufficiently
good to attract more general attention than infantile
attempts generally do; indeed, an artist friend of Mr. Severn
declared that it was, in everything except firmness, ex-
cellent. One of the hobbies of the lad's father was to
collect old pictures at local and second-rate Metropolitan
sales, and though in one of his MS. confessions his son
irreverentially alludes to the " rubbishy old pictures which
[his father] was always picking up when other people dropped
'em3,'7 he admits that this paternal fancy, and the tolerable
and intolerable pictures themselves, helped to educate his
own latent sense of line, mass, and colour. Father and son
were companionable while Joseph was but a child; in great